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EDWARD DONAHUE
CLASS OF 1924
(Deceased)

Coach Ed, as he is fondly remembered by all who knew him, was the Grand Old Man
of Peabody sports. For over fifty years he dedicated his life to the student athletes of Peabody
High School.

‘As a high school student Ed was a star on the 1923 foofball team that won the Essex
County League Championship with an 8-1-2 record. In baseball Ed was a leader on the team
that finished second both his junior and senior years.

After high school, Ed attended Boston College. He was a member of the undefeated

"Miracle Team" of 1928, For his excellence in football he was named to the Boston College Hall
of Fame.

Ed returned to Peabody in 1931 and taught English at the high school. Except for time
in the Navy during World War IT, he would coach and serve as the Athletic Director until his
retirement in 1972.

‘Coach Ed was an encyclopedia of information regarding Peabody sports' heritage. He
‘could recite the entire line-up of teams dating back to the teens. Statistical information was at
the tip of his tongue. He either knew, teamed with, coached, or watched every great athlete
in Peabody High School history.

Ed Donahue was a Peabody institution. He would have been pleased that the Hall of
Fame is honoring him in itsfirst class of inductees.

Mr. Donahue passed away in 1992.




