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William H. Crean
Class of 1921
(deceased)

The Peabody High School football team captured the North Shore League title in
1921 as Coach Marty Donovan guided the team to an undefeated regular season before
losing to Charleston South Carolina. Billy Crean was one of the most outstanding members
on that team and that was quite an honor, as the Peabody Enterprise stated, "every man on
the first team s a star in his position. Together the team works like a well-oiled machine
with plenty of pep and stamina." A prolific scorer, Billy led the team in touchdowns and in
two separate games he scored four touchdowns. The first was a 52 - 0 trouncing of
Gloucester and the second was a 28 - 0 victory over Lawrence, where he also kicked all four
extra points!

Billy alternated between left end and quarterback and Coach Donovan once stated,
"Crean is one of the shiftiest ends in the state.” He had great hands and was adept at han-
dling passes and his strong legs made it difficult for opponents to tackle him. He often
carried his opponents for several yards before they could finally bring him down. No
‘matter the position, Crean was always depended on to make the big play and more often
than not, he responded. In a hard fought, 12 —0, victory over rival Salem, Crean scored a
crucial second half touchdown by intercepting a pass on Peabody’s own ten yard line and
running it back ninety yards.

Coach Donovan praised Billy's leadership abilities by stating, "Crean has the making
of a fine quarterback, he is a general when running the plays.” Billy shared quarterback
duties with another outstanding player in Leo Buckley (for whom the Seeglitz High School
stadium was named ater). He also had a strong supporting cast with captain, Ralph
Holden at guard, Jack Lawrence at fullback, Peter Pappas at halfback and Bill Gavigan at
left tackle.

Billy also excelled in baseball and although he was awarded a full scholarship to
play football, he played both sports at Boston College. He had an outstanding four year
career at the Heights and graduated in 1925.

Crean began his professional career as a chemist at the former Eastman Gelatin.
Eventually he left Eastman to start a laundry business, McKinnon and Crean Cleaners
which he ran for many years.

Bill and his wife, Ethelwyn raised four sons; William, John, Paul and David.




