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Kevin Bettencourt
Class 0 2002

Kevin Bettencourt probably ranks as the most celebrated basketball alumnus of
Peabody High, having been one of the centerpieces of Bucknell’s monumental upset of
Kansas in the 2005 NCAA Tournament and a postseason win over Arkansas a year later.
On both occasions he was the Chevrolet Player of the Game earning him an appearance at
the ESPY Awards on national television from Los Angeles for his role in the shocking upset
of Kansas

Kevin is Peabody’s all-time leading scorer with 1,810 points, including a single-game
high of 46. He led the Tanners to their first GBL crown in 10 years and was a three-time
captain and Most Valuable Player in high school.

Bettencourt is one of four children of Ed and Barbara Bettencourt to attain Hall of Fame
distinction, following his brother, Teddy, and sister, Julie, in the Peabody High Hall and
another sister, Karin, who was a member of a basketball team that earned her Hall status at
Regis College.

The Bettencourt family has had the good fortun to have Ted Bettencourt, the cur-
rent Mayor of Peabody, as the oldest sibling and great role model for his siblings. "We
learned from his example, whether it was competing in athletics, academics or citizenship,"
Kevin said. "Our parents set the tone with their support, and all we had to do was study
Teddy's assertiveness and persistence. It was his hard work that got him through Holy
Cross where he played two sports and eamed very good grades.”

Itis a matter of record that Kevin lost the biggest 1-on-1 challenge in his young life
‘when Teddy, 10 years older, posted a one-point victory on a court in their South Peabody
backyard. 'It was the only time we faced each other; we never spoke about it later, when T
would have won, but a rematch never happened," Kevin said.

A US. history major at Bucknell, he was a two-time Bison captain and a key player
on teams that went a combined 76-22 in three years and earned three NCAA tourney bids.
Kevin was a three-time Patriot League All-Star and finished fourth in Bucknell career
scoring with 1,577 points; and his 294 three-pointers stands as a Bucknell record.

Currently, Kevin s the proud uncle of many nieces and nephews and is engaged to
be married to Meghan Soper.




