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Helen “Honey” Egan Berry
Class of 1934

When asked about her years as a Peabody High School athlete, “Honey” said: “Oh
my, that was so long ago! It's hard to remember all the facts and details. 1do remember
that it was great competition and a great time.”

An ardent Peabodyite her whole life, “Honey's” interests have always centered on
family, sports, and politics. In high school, she played varsity basketball for three years in
an era when girls’ basketball games were “quite the event.” The games were played at the
old Peabody High gym (on the stage) and were followed by a school dance, thus making
the game a real social occasion. Helen Riley O'Connor, another Hall of Famer, was the
girls’ basketball coach. She developed championship teams that were undefeated for many
years. “Honey's” high school teammates included Hall of Famers Mary McNamara and
Sanka Kushnieruk. The team posted a three-year record of 32-0.

“Honey” was also a cheerleader for the football team for three years and was the
squad captain her senior year. Her other love in high school was the debating club where
she served as president her senior year. She was also a class officer

After marrying Phil Berry and becoming a mother, “Honey” coached CYO basket-
ball and softball for St. Thomas’s Church in Peabody for three years.

Always a fierce competitor, “Honey” continued her love of sports all her life.
Whether it was basketball, softball, tennis, a game of pool, ping pong, or a golf match,
“Honey” played every match to the fullest. She was a member of the Wenham Golf
Course for forty years and traveled around the state playing in tournaments. One of her
greatest thrills was getting a hole in one.

‘The greatest focus of her life was raising her four children - Judy, Cynthia, Steve
(deceased), and Fred. She also delights in her cight grandchildren and eight great-grand-
children. For twelve years, she and her husband Phil (now deceased) ran Berry's Food
Store on Lowell Street in Peabody assisted by their four children,




