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John A. “Jack” MeNiff
Class of 1935
(deceased)

Hal of Fame member Jack Burke introduced golf to Peabody High School in 1929. From its
inception, the team was very successful. The PHS golf team, in fact, had become one of the leading
teams on the North Shore, in the state of Massachusetts, in New England, and even the country. Jack
MeNiffjoined the golftearn in 1933 s asophomore. The team hadn'tlosta match since it was founded
andJack helped keep the undefeated streak in tack. Asa sophomore, Jack wasa key member of another
‘undefeated team which completed a 7-0 season.

In 1934, the state coaching association decided o have a state tournament for golf teams. Prior
101934, individual tournaments were held for schoolboys. The 1934 Tanners rolled through another
undefeated season, The first state tournament saw the Tanners defeat Worcester North for the
championship. Jack led the way posting a low round of 75.

After the season was completed, the Tanners received challenges from Franklin, New Hamp-
shire, and DeWitt Clinton High School of New York City. The Tanners defeated Franklin 9-0 and.
DeWitt Clinton was beaten 5-4. These victories allowed Peabody High School to capture both the New
England and National Championships.

Jackled the Tanners toanother undefeated seasonin 1935. The victory skein reached 56 matches
and again the Tanners were selected for the state tournament. This time the Tanners luck ran out and
they were defeated by Brookline 5 1/2-31/2. Unfortunately, Jack was unable to compete that day
because he was taking his entrance exam for Boston College.

'DeWitt Clinton High School considered the Tanners to be the elte tearm in New England and
again offered a challenge to PHS. The 1935 team at DeWitt Clinton was undefeated and had not given
up a point allseason. The Tanners were more than willing tostart another victory streak and accepted
the invitation. Again the Tanners proved to be the better team and defeated DeWitt Clinton.

‘After graduating from PHS, Jack attended Boston College and Suffolk Law School. He served
with distinction in the Marine Corps in World War Il and became a member of a prominent Peabody
law firm after the war. He never lost his love for golf. Jack was the State Junior Champion in 1937 and
a semi-finalist for the State Amateur Championship in 1980. Jack passed away in May, 2001




