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Robert Charles Heil
Coach/Class of 1964

Robert “Bob” Heil played golf at Peabody High School, but his induction into the 2014 Hall of
Fame class reflects what he gave back to PHS athletics, more specifically, the irls® basketball program
from 1978-1995 and 2000-2014.

For over thirty years, Bob served as chief scout, volunteer assistant, sometimes paid assistant,
and most importantly the mé in chrge of the Xs and Os which steered the Lady Tanner basketball
program (0 numerous years of league titles and postseason MIAA appearances. Among Coach Bob's
contributions: coaching the Junior Varsity team to a number of undefeated seasons, his patience in
teaching offensive sets (o both the JV and Varsty eams, countless hours spent helping the team with
‘math homework and preparing for mid-term exams, and his ability to keep Coach Jane Heil calm when
referces were not on Peabody’s side!

There were many highlights for the Coach Heil duo, but topping the list has to be their MIAA
State Championship Title of 1985. Both coaches credit the players, but they also enjoyed the ride.

Bob camed a Bachelor's Degree from Tufls in 1968 and camed his Master of Science in
Electrical Enginecring Degree from Northeastem in 1985. As an clectrical engineer working for
General Electric Co. in Lynn, Massachusetts Bob designed and tested aircraft instrumentation for use in
military and commercial airplanes. He patentcd the “Digital Signal Lincarizer” circuitry for engine gas
temperature insiruments.

However, teaching and coaching were his real passion. Bob's 35+ years of teaching began in
Peabody in 1970 at the Higgins Junior High School. For the next fificen years he taught algebra and
coached a variety of sports. He worked with both the boys’ and girls” freshman basketball teams, as
well as the boys' freshman baseball team at different times during that period. In addition he coached
the girls junior varsity softball team for a short ime. Bob’s teaching carcer included three years a the
Peabody Vocational School, where he set up the first IBM computer network in the school system. Bob
went on t0 teach algebra and calculus at PVMHS. Prior to his retiement from public education, Bob
served as the Math Depariment Head at Manchester-Essex Regional High School for over eleven ears
where he taught AP Calculus, Staistcs, Trigonometry, Algebra, and Physics. His final teaching tour of
duty was a gratifying year spent at Bishop Fenwick High School




