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JOHN T. OLEKS, SR.
Class of 1936

John . Oleks,Sr. participated in baseball, basketball, and football during his stary athletic
career at Peabody High School. Jack was a two sport Captain (baseball and basketball during his
senior year.

Jack is a product of Peabody's Recreation System and received his early training in baseball
and basketball at the Carroll School. He played with the Colonial AC in Peabody's Junior League
and on the Danvers Legion team before participating in high school sports.

After graduation he enolled at Wake Forest College in North Carolina where he continued
1o excel as a two-sport ahlete. After completing his freshman year at Wake Forest,Jack played
third base with Harwich in the highly competitive Cape Cod Leaguie. He was the only Essex
County player in the enire league and finished the season with a glittering 360 batting average.

Jack also played freshman basketball at Wake Forest. His team had an impressive record of
193 including a 15-game winning streak. He totaled 145 points and was named a captain for the
Duke game

After pro scouts observed Jack playing baseballin the Cape Cod League the next sumner
(during which he was selected to the league All-Sta team as a third basemen), the Boston Bees
signed him to a professional contract. Jack played for two years with the Boston and Cincinnati
organizations. On one memorial occasion during those years, Jack was chosen o race against the.
legendary Jesse Owens, just two years aftr his Olympic triumphs. Jack was one of three players to
run against Owens. Jesse made sure the race would be close despite the fac thatthe players ran the
straight away and Jesse ran the low hurdles. Owens won easily.

Afer three years in the Navy, Jack's professional baseball carcer was a thing of the past.
Jack spent the next forty years working for Sylvania before reiring to South Yarmouth on Cape
Cod with his wife Gertrude. They have two children, John T. Jr. ( veteran PVMHS teacher) and
Jeanne Marie Lowd, and four grandchildren.




