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JOSEPH E. PECHINSKY
CLASS OF 1937

Joe has devoted his lifé to working with the youth of Peabody. For over forty years Joe.
has taughtjudoand fencing to the tudents of Peabody and hundreds of others from all around
the country. Within the fencing commaunity, Joeis a legendary figure. He has been called the
“Babe Ruth" of American Fencing which is really no surprise when you consider that Joe has
placed fencersin the United States National Fencing Championship, the Pan American Games,
the World University Games, the World Championship, and the Olympics. Since 1960 fencers
under Joe's tutelage have gained local, state, national, and world recognition.

Al of this has been done on a volunteer basis. Joe i a true lover of sport and has
volunteered his services for all these years. On numerous occasions he has given new
equipment, purchased out of his own pocket, to promising newcomers.

Joes just theright combination of teacher, coach, and friend which helps bring themost
outofhisstudents. Hissuccess in fencingis unprecedentedin the annuals of American fencing.
His Tanner City Fencing Club i respected world wide.

For many years, Joe also coached fencing successfully at Brandeis University.

For his incredible service to our nation's youth, Joe has received many honors. Heis
amember of the "Good Sport Hall of Fame" awarded by WCVB-TV. In 1976 the Peabody City
Council recognized his accomplishments and in 1981 Mayor Peter Torigian and the Peabody
Police Department presented Joe with a special citation. The Peabody Jaycees have named Joe
AnOutstanding Citizen. In 1951, when heretired from Brandeis University, Joe was presented
‘2 Brandeis chair and a special citation recognizing his leadership and dedication. In 1984 he
was presented the MAESTRO LAJOS CSISZAR AWARD for a lifetime of devotion to fencing
by the University of Pennsylvania. In 1990, Joe was named Member Emeritus of the US.
Fencing Coaches Association.




