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THOMAS J. ALBERGHINI
Class of 1939

‘Tom Alberghini was one of the frstina long line of Peabody High graduates who have gone
on o distinguish themselves in other reas of the country thereby bringing honor and recogition to
their home town. Tom interrupted his college education to enlistin the United States Marine Corps in
January, 1943. Hewas commissionedaSecond Lieutenant,becamea platoon leader,served intheSouth
Pacific Theaterof Warfor twoyears, was twice wounded, and was awarded theSilver Starfor gallantry.

Tom's courage, tougliness, and leadership qualities were honed on the playing fields of
Peabody asa youth. He's stillconsidered oneof the most dominant linemen ever to wear Tannerblue:
and white. Tom was  two-year track performer and athree-year varsity linemanin football. His most
‘memorable high school experiences include being an integral part of the 1939 track team which won
the Essex County League Championship, paticipating in intersectional postseason gamesin Ohioand
New York, and being a bulwark of the undefeated 1938 Tanners footballteam.

Accordingto Tom, "Ofalthe football coaches that Thave ever been associated with, BillSeeglitz
(21994 Hallof Fame Inductee) made the greatest impression on me-both s a person and asa coach. He
greatly influenced my decision to becomea teacher and coach.”

After his All-Scholastic career t Peabody High, Alberghini becamea three-year varsity starter
at guard for Holy Cross. He played 58 minutes in the famous 55-12 upset of Boston College. In 1942,
‘Tom was honored as ALl-New England by the United Press, Al-East by Associated Press, and was an
All-American honorable mention selection. He was chosen to play inthe East-West Shrine gamein San
Francisco onNew Year's Day, 1943, and blocked the extra point which enabled the Eastto win the game
1312,

‘After being honorably discharged from the Marine Corps inthe fall of 1945, Alberghin joined
the Pitsburgh Steelers and finshed the season with them. This, however, was the end of his footoall
career due to diminished skills and desire after the rigors of his war experiences.

‘Tom enolled at George Washington University and earned his 5. and Master's in Education
from that institution. He secured a teaching and coaching position at Montgomery High School in
Rockville, Maryland. Tom later transferred to Walter Johnson High School in Bethesda, Maryland,
where he coached football and wrestling and eventually became the school's Athletc Director. He.
retred in 1982 after twenty-eight years of service in the Maryland public school system.

“Tom s married to his high school sweetheart and classmate,the former Carolyn Negus. The
couple recently celebrated their Golden Wedding Anniversary.




