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George J. Hennessey
Coach - 1967-1995

‘George Hennessey posted an incredible 324-48-8 record during his twenty-nine years s the golf
coach at Peabody High School. That accomplishment establishes George as one of the winningest
coachesin the annals of PHS athletics. Only Hall of Famer George Smyrmios with 376 victories in rack.
has more. During that span of time, the Tanners captured thirteen league championships taking on all
comers in the old Essex County League, the Catholic Central League, and the Greater Boston Leaguie.
His teams finished either first or second in league play in twenty-eight of those years and Hennessey
‘wasnamed 'Coachof the Year onsixoccasions. Over onestretchof time, his teamwon an unbelievable
ninety-six straight matches.

Georgeis aSt. Mary's of Lynn graduate and was a protégé of one-time Happy Valley golf pro
Larry Gannon. An outstanding athlete in his own right, George played baseball, basketball, and golf
inhighschool. Asasenior, hewas the captain of the basketball team and averaged 12.5 PPGasasmooth
shooting, hard driving power forward. Oneof his teammates once teased that, 'George always worked
harder under the offensive board than on the defensive end of the floor because that was where the
points could be posted:”. After highschool, Hennessey played two years of college basketball at Salem
State College.

George taught n the Peabody School System for thirty-eight years (thirteen as a PYMHS social
studies teacher) and thoroughly enjoyed his students- especially his players. “Peabody kids are realy
special - solid and down to earth, according to this veteran teacher. "Every team [ had was made up
of hard-working kids with a lotof pride and camaraderic.” Hennessey was alsoan assistant basketball
coachat Peabody Highworking with both "Rick” Weitzman and Ed Hogan. George coached basketball
at Bishop Fenwick as well.

Hennessey proudly notes that he has had six "holes-in-one" during his twenty-six years of
playing at Beverly Golf and Tennis and the Sagamore Springs course n Lynnfield. George and his wife
Claudia have three sons (Brian, Christopher, and Andrew) and reside in Salem. He still has that
perpetual year-round tan and a youthful outlook on life which have always been his trademark.




