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‘Amy Nizwantowski
Class of 2001

Speed combined with considerable skills and tenacity were the catalysts for Amy
Nizwantowski's induction into the Peabody High Hall of Fame. Amy excelled for four years on the
Peabody High field hockey team, thanks in large part to her quickness and unyielding work ethic.
She transferred these skills to lacrosse when it was introduced as a new sport at Peabody. Amy not
only helped recruit other players in her junior year, but she was also one of the premier players
when lacrosse assumed varsity status in her senior year. "She was talented, a natural athlete from a
sports-oriented family," said former field hockey coach Lorraine Benoit.

Amy felt a great sense of pride playing for Peabody and was labeled "extremely competitive
and hard-nosed” by both Benoit and lacrosse coach, Dan Hayes. She was a driving force in estab-
lishing the lacrosse program that Sally Driscoll worked tirelessly to organize. Sally's daughter,
Maggie, teamed with Amy to form a dynamic duo on the lacrosse feld.

Inthe first year of Peabody's varsity program, Amy scored a team-high 36 goals and 8
assists. She scored two or more goals in 11 of 15 games, scored the first varsity goal in the history of
the program (vs. Waltham) and went on to score three more goals in that game. Amy was the first
varsity player to score six goals in a game and, in that same contest against Medford, she had a total
of seven points, another first. She scored the winning goal against Belmont (in acrobatic fashion),
which gave Peabody its first win that season. "That Belmont game will long be remembered,” said
Hayes. "We had one fan from Peabody that raw, cold day in Belmont, and that was Amy’s father,
Niz." It's safe to say that she played a major role in the team’s winning a league championship in
ts inaugural season.

Athleticism runs in the family: Amy ‘s grandfather, Paul Kerkorian, was a standout running
back in the mid-1940s and matriculated to Tufts University where he played football. Kerkorian
returned to Peabody football as an assistant to the late Arthur Adamopoulos and started the intra-
mural sports program at PVMHS. Her father, "Niz," was not only a great athlete, but also a cham-
pionship football and baseball coach at PVMHS, while brother, Brad played Division 1 hockey at
UMass Amherst and brother, Paul, spent many years as the manager of the Tanners' football team.
It was Amy’s mother, Patty, who was the greatest supporter of all of their endeavors and contrib-
uted to their success.

Amy captained the field hockey and lacrosse teams and ran track. She also starred in the
classroom and was a National Honor Society member. A graduate of the University of New Hamp-
shire with a major in Health Management and Science, Amy currently works for Cooke Medical in
New York City and lives in Hoboken, New Jersey.




