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Class of 1972

Tom grevw up in the Crow Village neighborhaod of Pesbody and at  young age showed promise of a star
ahete. He partiipated in youth sports and by age eight was named to several allsta teams. Tom continued to
hone hisskilsin footbal] and baseball throughout his youth and it paid off. He enjoyed en outstanding career in
both sports when he entered Pesbody High School

“Tom was a two-year tarer t both offensive and defeasive end forthe Tanners footballteam. In 1971,
his senior year,the Tanners inished with  record of § -  and won a share o the Essex County Conference Ttk
He helped lead an exceptionsl defensive unit hat hld their opponents o zero points on five different oceasions
that year. Tom capped of the season by being the first secipient of the Bruce Dick Award, given in memory of &
PHS graduate who was kiled in Vietnam. This prestigious award honors a studen athlte who demonstretes
excellence in academics, character and athleics,

1t was on the basebal diamond where Tom really excelled. In his junior year, as the startng shortstop,
“Tom ld the Tannersto an Essex County Championship. It was the st tme in twenty years tht Peabody had
won i, Cosch Bezemes, as wellas several other coaches in the league, considered Tom one of the best shortstops
i Eastem Massachusetts. A memorable toumament game against Melrose stands out as one ofhis best games of
s high school career. It was a game that lasted sixteen innings and Tom made several outstanding plays at
shortstop o secure a hard fought 6 -5 victory.

“Tom went on to play Division 1 baseballat the Uriversiy of Maine. As a freshman he splt duties
between shortstop and third base. In 1975 he transferred to Salem State College where he was the saring
shortstop fo his junior nd senior seasons. The legendary coach, Joe Lavacchia, considered Tom one of the most
complete players he had ever coached. In his senior year, Tom was the lead-ofF itter, leadin the Vikings in
bomeruns and was named the team’s Most Valuable Player. That same year his team earned a bid to the ECAC
Toumament and Coach Lavacchis said, “Tom was a major actor inthei success”.

"Aftr graduating from college, Tom spent several years" laying for the Peabody Recs in the North Shor
Baseball Leagoe. He led the team to many titles and was foutinely named to the All-Sar Team. In 2013 he was
inducted nto the North Shore Bascball League Hall of Fame.

“Tomis honored o be jining his teammates, Dave Bettencour, Jon Blodgett, John Tudor and Marc
Kerble, in the Peabody High School Athletc Hall of Fame. He credits coaches Arthur Adamopoulos, John
Bezemes and Ed Nizwantowski for taing the time {0 provide him with help and guidance, as wellasin sharing
hei passion and lave of sports.

"Tom shared his passion for the game by coaching his son and daughter’s teams in Topsfield. Healso
very much enjoyed seeing his children compete n sports i high school. His son, Tom, ran track and his
daughter, Lindsay, played lacrosse at Masconomet High School.

“Tom works as special counsel for th Essex County District Attomey’s Offie. He and his wife, June:
reside in Topsfield. His son, Tom, i o graduate of Westfield State University and i s canine officer for the
Manchester, NH police department, His daughter, Lindsay, i a ecent graduate of Framingham State Univers





