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Robert D. "Bobby" O'Connor
Class of 1946

Bobby O'Connor's love of sports was inherited from his dad Dennis and his uncle, Eddie
O'Connor, who s  present member of the Peabody High Athletic Hall of Fame. Although Bobby was.
awarded a diploma as a member of the class of 1946, he only spent one day in school his senior year.
On the second day of school in 1945, Bobby was ordered to report for duty after having been drafted
into the US. Army at the tail end of World War IL. As often happens when assignment decisions are
made in the military, Bobby spent his tour of duty playing baseballfor the Wester Base Headquarters
team representing Paris in the Major League of Eutope. He and his teammates flew all over Euzope
playing against other service teams which were often heavily laden with major and minor league
playersfromallover the United States. Although Bobby was the youngest player on his team,this leet-
footed ball hawk of an outfelder produced the game-winning hit that qualified his team for the Army
World Series. Each game in this championship series was broadcast to servicemen stationed all over
Europe.

During his junior year at Peabody High School, Bobby was an outstanding halfback on the
football team, but baseball was really his best sport. A contact left-handed hitter who sprayed line
drivesalloverthe field, Bobby was liwaysa toughout. Probably the most dangerous hitteron the team,
Bobby seemed tobeinthemiddle ofevery Peabody Highrally. Bobby wasselected to the Boston Globe
AllScholastic baseball teamas ajunior, was the captain of the baseball team in his junior year (a arity
in those days), and had been elected team captain for his senior year before having to report for Army

duty.

After returning from the service, Bobby was actively involved in the formation of the very first
Peabody Little League when it consisted of only four teams. Bobby was also a driving force in the.
revival of semi-pro baseball on the North Shore. He starred for the Friscoes, Verza Tanning, and the
legendary Rowe Motor Club which featured great playerslike Barry O'Connell, Kenny St Pierre, future
Chicago Cubs “bonus baby” Danny Murphy, as well as PHS Hall of Famers Pete Retos, “Buddy”
Leonard, and Lou Surman, Bobby's life long friend. A long-time leatherworker, Bobby eventually
retired from the maintenance department of the Peabody School System and still resides in the family
‘homestead on Sutton Street. Bobby's uncleand auntare both PHS Hall of Famers and hisbrother Eddie
‘was a long-time principal in Peabody.




