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WALTER "BUDDY" ROCHE
Class of 1945

“Buddy” Roche was the star halfback on the tate championship 1944 Peabodly High School

football team. Though not very tall, Buddy wasa giant of a player. He was  running back who was
both fast and shity, but he was also a player who could throw crushing blocks and make bone
shattering tackles. Coach Seeglitzrecognized this abilty when Buddy was justa sophomare. Buddy
would play thre yearsof varsiy footbal, earning All-Star honors i both his jrior and senior years
atP.HS. The Tanners of the 1940's played their home games in Manning Bowl in Lynnand war weary
fans flocked to Peabody foatball games as  felease from the tensions of the war.

Buddy also played baseball and basketball in high school,but it was in football that he really
‘madehismark. Afterastintinthe United States Navy atthe end of World War Il Buddy played football
at Southeastern Louisiana State College. He also attended Boston College and Boston University.
Buddy eventually became  teacher-coach in the Randolph, Massachusetts school system for twenty-
five years.

Forthe pastthirty-two years, Buddy has servedasa member ofthe Peabody School Committee-
thelongestserving memberinthe history ofthis community. Hisate brother Tim Roche, thelong:time
principal of the Center School, was lso an outstanding two-way lineman forthe Tanners. Buddy and
his wife Mary have resided in West Peabody for many years.




