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Michacl Allen Gallaher

Class 0f 1997

‘The male contingent of the Gallaher siblings who dominated Peabody High School swimming in
the 1990's, Michael, is pleased to enter the Hall of Fame with his sisters, Leanne and Alissa and to be a
part of PHS swimming history as the first three siblings to competc in the pool at the same time.
Michael was a standout performer for Ken Leawood's Tanners during the 1994-1997 scasons. He
lettered as a freshman and immediately stepped into the role as a top performer, leading the team in
scoring, qualifying for the state championship meets and caming Greater Boston League and Salem
Evening News All-Star recognition.

He continued that success over the next three years, culminating in his senior year where he was
named Co-Capain, set two school records in the 200 and S00-yard freestyle cvents, and guided the
Tamners to the Greater Boston League championship title. At the 1997 state meet, Michael placed fourt
in the 500-yard freestyle, fifih in the 200-yard freestyle and was an intcgral part of two school and
league record-setting performances by the 00 and 400-yard freestyle relay teams. Michael ended his
swimming career at PHS with four varsity leters, four school records, as well as four GBL and Salem
Evening News All-Star selections. He was team high scorer i three ot of four years and still holds the
title of All Time Men's Leading Scorer. He also holds records in the 500-yard freestyle, 200-yard
individual medley relay and 200-yard and 400-yard freestyle relay teams.

Michacl was also a four-year member of the marching, jazz and concert bands, volunteered at the
Peabody Historical Society, was a member of the National Honor Society and was an Honor Student
Award recipient from the United States Achievement Academy.

Upon graduation, Michael took his swimming talents to the University of Delaware where he
continued 10 excel. - He lettered all four years and helped his team win three Division I American East
Conference fifles in four years. Michiel was awarded the Chuck Ganci Award for overall team
conributions in his sophomore year. In his senior year, Michael was named co-captain, won the
conference 1,650-yard freestyle title, was named Jack & Hugh Dougherty Team MVP and the AEC's
MVP. Michacl is only the second swimmer in the University of Delaware’s history o be a conference.
champion in the 1,630-yard freestyle

He graduated from the university in 2001 with a Bachelor of Arts degree in criminal justice and
became Deputy Sheriff for the Santa Clara County SherifFs office in San Jose, California. In 2002 —
2005 he represented the Sheritf’s office in the Western Police and Fire Olympics in swimming and won
cight gold and two silver medals for individual events.

Michael currently lives in Gilroy, California with his wife, Martha, and their three children,
Emma, Dillon and Keegan. The Gallaher’s are active in their community and their church, Michael is
pleased to be entering the Hall of Fame with his sisters, Leanne and Alissa. He credits his suecess to
£ood coaching and teammates, as well as his parents, Allen and Ann Gallaher.





