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Robert T. Johnson
Class of 1951
(deceased)

When Bobby Johnson was participating in sports (mainly baseball and basketball), he was
known for his spirited and aggressive play which always kept his team on the move. He wasa driving
force whenever his team was in the process of chalking up a victory. He could really fire a baseball
Someone once said that Bobby could "throw a strawberry through a battleship.” Bobby had gradually
‘moved up the youth baseball ladder beginning his play with the Peabody Junior Lodge of Elks team
‘which reigned as Northeast Champions for three straight years 1946-1945. He captained both the
Peabody HighSchool basketballand baseball teams in 1951 and was named to virtually every local and
regional All-Starand All-Scholasti team for his baseball excellence. Bobwasa highschoolbaseballand
basketball teammate of Hall of Famers Steve Sarowsky and Harry Mandragouras,

After graduating from PHS, Bobby captained the Holy Cross College baseball team n 1955, He
had many outstanding days in baseballat Holy Cross playing third base,left field, and some shortstop
because of his strong arm. He hit a grand slam home run that beat Providence College and batted 348
‘while playing at Fitton Field for the Crusaders. He was selected to the District 1 New England All-Star
Team.

Upon graduation from Holy Cross, Bobby had many offers to play for major league baseball
teams, bt eventually signed a contract with the Cleveland Indians and began play with the Reading
Indians in the Triple A League. They won the division ttle hisfirstyear and Bobby had a higher batting.
average than Roger Maris who also played for Reading.

In December, 1955, Bob was drafted into the US. Air Force as a 2nd Lt. and immediately went
to flight school. He was selected to play baseball or various service teams during his four-year tour
of duty with the Strategic Air Command. Unfortunately, Bobby injured his shoulder playing service
ball and when he returned to spring practice in 1959, it was evident he was unable toeffectively use his

Bob came home and became very active in Little League as a manager. He then moved up to
the Pony League to manage the older boys. He loved teaching these players. He called them “his boys'
He stressed fundamentals and told them winning would come later. After his sudden death at age
forty-three of a massive heart attack, many boys told Bobby's wife that he was the best coach they ever
had|

Bobby was a gifted and talented ball player who displayed humvliy, sportsmanship, and
dedication-notonly insportsbutalsoinhislife. Flewasa great husband to Anne Marieand a wonderful
father to Lisa, Robert, Sheila, Colleen, and Janice.




