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James M. Festa

Class of 1995

James was a three-year starting lincbacker and senior captain for the Tanners during some of the
best years for the Tanners football program. 1f you witnessed these glory years, it was clear thatJames
was a big reason for their success.

“James, a dominant force on the football field, led the Tanners defense in tackles for three years.
One of the most memorable games of his high school career, and still considerd to be one of the biggest
upsetsin recent history, was the 1993 defeat over the powerful St. Joha's Prep footballteam that
featured future Miami Dolphins running back Rob Konrad. During this game, James recorded 15
{ackles, an inerception, and a fumble recovery and was named the game’s defensive MVP.

"“Jimmy” received many awards for his accomplishments on the football feld during his high
school career. He was named the prestigious Defensive MVP award for both his junior and senior years
In addition, he was named to the Lynn Item Football All-Stars and the Salem Evening News Football
AllStars. He was alo invited to play in the 1995 Agganis Football All-Star Game and was pamed
captain of the team.

In addition o being an outstanding football player during his high school carecr, James was also
a pover forward for the basketball team. He was captain of the basketball tcem his senior year and was
named Saler Evening News All Sar on the basketbal court a5 wel.

‘After high school he continued his football career at Merrimack College where he was named
captain all four years he played. James continued his domination on the gridiron during bis tenure at
Merrimack and still holds the single season record for tackles (136 tackles during the 1999 scason).

‘James has been one of the hardest working officers on the Peabody Police Department for over
seven ycars where he takes pride in giving back to our great city. However, the best partof his day is
Feturning home o his wife Kim, daughter Emma, and son James at the end of his day. James recognizes
that is success and this honor are only possible because of his parents Jim and Diane Festa. Without
heir guidance none of his success would have been possible. He also hopes this honor will provide
guidance and inspiration for success for his children.




