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‘When asked to recall the most memorable moment of his high school football carcer by a Lyt Post
reporter, Ray Potter replied, “t had to be when we upset Lynn Classical’s great team,led by Harry
‘Agganis, by the score of 12-7 in Manning Bow in 1947. He was such a great quarterback and it was a
realthril o play against him. Tl never forget the wild post-game celebration in Peabody Squareafter
‘we won that game.” It was recorded that 17,000 fans watched that game at Maning Bowl. The upset
of the "Golden Greek" led Classical Rams sparked a celebration in Peabody Square that was compared
tothat of V.J. Day.

‘That was sotypical of Ray Potter. When anyone asked this gentle iant of a man about his most
memorablemoment,he choseateam victory over personal triumphsor individual accolades. That was
the spirt of Ray Potter. He loved to be in the middle of the action-he loved people. He carried these:
atttudes throughout the res of his life as he became more and more involved in the activities of the
community where he was born.

But inrealty there was plenty of individual recognitionas well Ray wasa track performerand
three-year varsity starter as a devastating two-way tacKle for the Tanners. Asa senior he made every
Al-Scholastic team and was the recipient of the William . Hallinan Memorial Plaque and Gold Watch
in 1948.  Although many colleges competed for Ray's football talents, he accepted a full athletic
scholarship to Louistana State Universiy. At LS.U.he was astarter on the 1950 team which played in
the Sugar Bowl on New Year's Day and was the team captain in 1952. He was selected as an Al
‘Southeast Conference lineman as a senior.

After graduation he was drafted by the Washington Redskins but was unable to report because:
hewascalled toactive duty during the Korean War where heservedasa st Lieutenant. Upon hisreturm
home in 1955, Potter accepted a position as an instructor at Essex Agricultural School.

In 1958 he was elected tothe Peabody School Committee where he served with distinction or
sixteen years.

‘After eamning his Masters in Education from Salem State College in 1962, Ray became the
‘Educational Manageratthe”Aggie”and eventually became theschoolsdirector. Ray sserviceto others
‘was tragically cut short by his deathin 1988. His life was marked by devotion to his community, his
church, his wife Toni, and their two sons - Michael and Stephern.




