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Richard Tucker
Class of 1974

“The basketball program at Bishop Fenwick suffered a great loss that tumed into Peabodly High
‘School's gain ehen Richard Retch” Tucker transferred to PH after s Freshman year at Fenwick. He was.
the only Sophomore on the 1972 squad that was led by hisalder brother and Hall of Famer,the lat, Peter
Tucker. That feam of geeats which also included Bob Allson, Davey Bettencourt and Chuck Tobey, beat
Somerville i the st Mass. Teh, Tournament at Boston Garden. I each of thee years that Rich played for
former Celtc, Cosch Rick Weitzmn, he Tanners qualified for postseason play, winning a total of eight
toumament games.

‘During Rich's junior year he was named Most Valuable Player, which was quitea feat as he shared
the courtwith such notables as Hall of Famer's, Gary Linchan and Peter Leonard and the backcoust duo of
Fich Kiley, and Rick Sims, who went on tobe named MV in his Senior yea.

“Ratch" led by example and his work ethic paid dividends during i senior year when he was
Selected team captain and earmed Fist Team Al Scholastic Honors from The Boston Herald. The Tanners got
two wins deep int the postseasn i 1974 before being stopped by St Joh' Prep and Dave Winey, who
went on to play with Kevin Mctlale at Minnesota. After high school Rich's basketbal prowes eamed him a
Spoton the Division I's basketball powerhouse, Assumption Colege.

Richs Freshiman year included playing in Assumption’s th consecutive Final Fous lourmament, a
Division 1 record that sl stands today. They finished third in the naion. He went on to become a 1,000
point scorer and as a three-year strter Rich averaged 13 points and 7 rebounds per game. He was named
Captsin and team MVP in his senior year

e attibutes much of his success o the countless hous of hoop he played in the Peabody Recre-
ational League and James Steeet Park with teammates Ed Goff, The Mannings (Paul and John), Rich Lindgren
‘and Buzz Parteleides. Going up against the ikes of John Galaris and Hall of Famer Ken Kocher really helped.
him to hone hisskils

Kich owes a great dea of thariks to Coach /Teacher/ Trainer, Rick Weitzman, for all hat he brought to
the basketbal program at Peabody High School. "College practces tere easy compared to Coach
Weitzmants thre was not much that | hadst been taught already

“To the fans watching Rich he moved with a style and grsce unparallled by many. He authored a
new chapter in Peabody basketball that will long be remermbered. Rich was truly a champion.

“When he is not working with Beitish Acrospace and Engineering Systems & a computer/radar
technician fo the Cape Cod Air Foroe base, Rich enfoys as much of the Cape Cod lf tyle a he can with his
wife of 25 years, Katheyn.




