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JOHN E. BURKE
CONTRIBUTOR 1923-1955
(Deceased)

Jack Burke, the son of Irish immigrant parents, was born in South Natick, Massachu-
Setts, in 1894. He was a star football player in high school and at Boston College from where
he graduated in 1916. After Boston College graduate school, Jack became a teacher-coach at
Gloucester High School. In 1923 Jack moved to Peabody and became a science teacher, head
of the science department, and faculty manager. He would serve in these positions until his
death on May 12, 1955.

In 1929 Jack organized the first golf team at Peabody High School. The team enjoyed
remarkable success. During the early 1930s they were undefeated for four consecutive years
and won 56 straight matches. During that span of time they upset the New Hampshire state
champions for two consecutive years, and also defeated Dewitt Clinton High School of New
‘York who had been declared the National High School Golf Champions for twostraight years.
In defeating Clinton High School in 1935, Peabody became the irst and only school toscoreon
them that entire year. The Jack Burke legend had begun.

‘As faculty manager, Jack proved tobean innovator. He helped found the EssexCounty
Baseball and Basketball Leagues, established the state high school golf tournament, and was
the founder of the Massachusetts Interscholastic Athletic Association - the MLA.A.

Jackwas most proud of the success he had in helping students earn college scholarships.
Through his vast network of friends, many Peabody High School scholar /athletes were able
to obtain college scholarships and receive college educations.

In 1965 the City of Peabody honored the memory of John E. Burke by naming  new
elementary school in West Peabody in his horor.




