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John C. Kentros
Class 0f 1970

John Kentros is generally considered "one of the best overall centers to ever put on
football uniform for the Blue and White". When not on the gridiron, he played alongside
fellow Hall of Famer, Billy Linehan, a a guard on the Peabody High basketball tear.

However, football was always John's most prolifi sport. A four-year sarter,

Joha's strong and accurate hands as the long snapper made him invaluable on punts and.
field goals. John garered the respect of his teammates and was named team captain in his
senior year. John's ability to open holes for running backs Jim Mahaney, Gary Roltch, and
Dale Peterson was second to none and the team'’s powerful ground game propelled the
Peabody Tanners to the 1969 State Championship and an undefeated season.

“The accolades were many in his senior year. John was name to the allstar teams in
the Salem News, Peabody Times, and Boston Herald. He took home the Outstanding
Offensive Lineman Award and also enjoyed representing Peabody in the Agganis All-Star
Football Game in 1970,

Upon graduation, John attended Cardinal Cushing Academy on a football scholar-
ship. After leaving CCA, John chose to pursue a career in the plumbing industry. For the
Jast twenty-three years he has been the proud owner of Kent's Plumbing and Heating
headquartered in Peabody. Kentros's dedication to sports has also translated into commu-
nty service. John has been an officer in the Lions Club for over ten years and is a very
active member of the Peabody Tanners Blue & White Club.

John credits his footbell success to "my late coach and friend, Arthur Adamopoulos,
a5 well s my teammates, who remain some of my closest riends to this day.”

John enjoys spending time with Jan, his lovely wife of thirty-two years, and two
childen, Jenna and Jason (swho was a center for the 1999 Tanners). He also loves to travel
‘and enjoys a round of golf at every opportunity.




