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"Debbie made her swimming team take notce when she was a sophomore. Never before
had her teammates seen such a dedicated person inthe pool. She was a leader n every sense of the
word and became notonly the first Peabody gir o qualfy for the Sectonals but lso the first
sophomore to b elected a team captain .

Debbie demonstrated versatiity, trength, and team spirt throughout hr tenure asa
varsityswimmer at Peabody High School. As  10th grader,she worked with Coach Ken Leawood
1o recruit swimmers for the new co-ed swim team in the Greater Boston Boys' League. She co-
captained the team every year and held multple records inthe individual medley, freestyl, butter-
fy,backstroke, and relay events She wasthe top eam scorer at a ime when, raditonally, these
events were dominated by men. She was selected for the Boston Globe and Salem Evening News
AlLStar Teams and was ramed “Swimmer of the Year"n 1984.

In addition o her swimaning explotsat Peabody High School, Debbie competed at the New
England Regional Championships and the National YMCA Championships as  member of the
Cape Ann YMCA Swim Team. After high school graduation in 1984, Debbie reeived a swimming
scholarship tothe Bucknell University in Lewisburg, Pennsylvania. She swam for four years on
the varsity team which captared the Division One East Coast Conference Champiorship.

During the summersof her colleg years, Debbie worked as the poo directorat the Pea-
body/Lynnfield YMCA. She builta competitve switn team program and mentored many children
who contnved on the swimming circuit as she had done. She again teamed with Ken Leawood to
organize the annual Ciy of Peabody Swim Meet, which coninued t generate interest in compet-
tive swimning inthe Pesbody community.

Detbie i currently a financil mansger st Boston Uriversty School of Medicine. She and
her husband David live in Wakefield with their two children.




