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Walter J. Birmingham
Coach/Class of 1931
(deceased)

It could be seid that if track had a birthplace in Peabody it was in a small modest home on
Highland Terrace adjoining the football field at Leo Buckley Stadium. It was there during the 1930's
that the Eric Krenz Track Club was formed. The prime organizer was the late Walter J. Birmingham.
He was a devoted and dedicated track enthusiast, Joining the club were some of the top high sehool
athletes from Peabody, Salem, Beverly, and St. John's Prep. i.e. Don Robson, Bernie Gibbons, Ralph
Buston, Carl Bagley, Arvo Kapinnen, Bernie Judge, and Connie Flynn. It was open to all who loved
exercise and the compeition of track and field. Walter keptall o the track equipment in his own cellar.
He would also keep the high school track raked and lined with the help of the Eric Kren Club members
who would also seek other teams in the area o arrange track meets. Walter's starting a track club
coincided with the arrival of Bill Seeglitz from the Midwest who encouraged his football players”
participation in track; thereby, helping his own program.

Walter was an assistant track coach under coach Tom MeCarthy and later became head coach.
He inspired his 1965 team to win the Yankee Conference League title.  The Peabody High boys’ track
‘program has continued to flourish thanks to coaches succeeding Walter; namely, George Smymios, Phil
Sheridan, and Fernando Braz.

‘At Walter Birmingham’s home the Friscoes Baseball Club was bom and later became part of a
semi-pro league that gave so much entertainment 1o the citizens of Peabody. Walter was elected its first
President, holding meetings in his cellar. The Friscoes were known as the “farm team” for the high
school. From the creation of the Friscoes an enire social and cultural center was created in the Fast End
of town that got is itizens through the hard times they experienced in the 1930s and 1940's.

In essence Walter Birmingham helped lay the foundation for today's track and bascball teams at
Peabody High School. He himself got his start in sports by playing football, bascball and baskethall in
oth elementary school (the Wallis) and at Peabody High School. Afier graduating from Peabody High
School Walter studied law at Suffolk University, graduating in 1941. He marvied the former Dianc
Stavros, and they had five children: Jimmy and Walter (Wally) Birmingham, Jr., Joan Anderson, Cathy
Gregary, and Elaine Charron. The couple had 17 grandchildren.

‘Walter Birmingham's legacy: “A caring man who demonstrated his love for people through his
deeds; he was our coach and our friend. He helped us and made us feel special. These things shall
remain as treasures in my heart always” said Frank Zuppio, Peabody High School Track Team, 1955-
1058





