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Robert "Bob” Henry
Class of 1941
(deceased)

b Henry was a three-sport sta for esbody High School who captaned boththe footll end basketbal tams
i 1940. Bob alo exceled o the bosebal team, bt i was on the grdiron where he cajoyed hisgretest ahicvennens,
Pesboty's 1998 and 1940 fotbalteams both went on to become Stse Champioas and Heary, an all-star fllback and.
lincbacher, was  key conribtor on bot teams. During the 1940 season, Herry led the Pesbody defense in shuting ost
opposing offenses unilth inl game of the season. A December 5, 1940, Boston Post artiledescibes Henry s "young
Yrtoron defense s  fine leader" of e Pesbody champlonship team. Newspaper accounts often considered i o major
accomplisbment i tesms ventred nto Pabody tertry, et alone scored  point. Henry suffred  brokenleg n the first
‘quarteofth st game and wasnotn th fied when the anly six pointsof the year werescored agaist e Peabods defe.
The Peabosy squads wee loaded with severa autsandin players, some of whom have alrady been inducted iiothe
Peabiody High School Athetc Hal of Fame incuding the legendary Lou Surman.

1+ Pesbody Ties ricle, lon ime Pesbody Coach and Athletc Diector, Willam Bill” Seliz sinled out
Bob Henry as ane of his gresestcptains. It s o surpising hen, that Heary later served s the Chiirman of the Banguet
Conmite fo the 1951 Testimonial Banguet fr the legendary conch.

Reconds from the time hen Bob v and played were not easy o rack down. However, the s suprlaiive
Secion of By high school yearbook revelsthat hiscassmatspicked him s boththe mast popelarboy and the boy with
hebestpersonality. Localmewspapersalsorscogaized Henry prominenty inany discusion f hehighly successful Psbody
Tootbal quad. Henry also excelled a s basktbal and basebal plyer. A tue shigger, Heary had a bating average ear

70,

Following graduation from Peabody High, Bob atended the Universiy of Floida o a fooball scholarshi. He.
played variy footbala he universiy for two years before leaving,along with his broher, Edward,fo oin the Navy and
Fighforhiscountry in WWIL The Navy was the logical choice forthe Henry boyssincethir fher bad tirty yearsof Naval
Servi. Bob et njured nthewa and did ot retur o th clloge fotbal fed. He id,however, excelin golf. Boband
i brother E4 won many toumamentsinluding th four bl tourey at the old Peabody Country Clu

"Bob pased away in 1983 leavinghis wife Patrci (O"Brien) andtreechildrn, Bob . Peg, and Dan. Theyresided
im Danvers where Bl had  succssful carer with e eephone company. Bob was  champion, ot oy a a it b,
o importntl, u s bsband and fther. His Gy is exremely proud ofhim. Bob was a softspoken man who racely
alked aboothimself bt oficnmeationedis reat rends from hishighschooldays. [fh could be herefortis dsingushed
honor, e would b most lease,not forhimsel,butrthe forthe ppartunity 1o shareth experince with ol iends fom
Peabody High.




