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BILL SEEGLITZ
COACH 193549
(Deceased)

Bill Seeglitz is synonymous with Peabody athletics and winning sports teams. It was
Bill who helped revive Peabody football and put the Tarners on the athletic map of the United
States. A native of Chicago, Bill was a two-way end on the football team and was an
outstanding high jumper at the University of linois. When World War Ibrokeout, Billjoined
the ambulance service. When the United States entered the wa, he became a member of the
‘st American Intelligence and Camouflage Unit. He would spend one and a half years in the
hospital because of the wounds he received in battle.

‘Upon recovery Bill moved to Mooseheart, Illinois, where he established a football
dynasty. In sixteen years his team won 148 and lost 24 while playing only three home games.
In 1934 he travelled to Malden, Massachusetts, and was talked into applying for the varsity
head football position in Peabody.

After being hired in 1935, Bll coached football, basketball, baseball and track. In 1936
he was named Director of Athletics, perhaps, the first person o hold that designation in
Massachusetts. While a successful coach in all sports, Bill was most proud of his football
‘accomplishments. He produced championship teamsin 1938, 1940, 1944, and 1945. Bill played.
‘numerousteams from outof state, introduced the firstnight gametolocal football, and, in 1944,
his team set state records for attendance averaging 20,000 people per game. In 1947 his home
games were covered by television station WBZ.

Bill once said his proudest moment came in 1935 when he defeated Salem 7-6. It was
only Peabody's second win against Salem in 15 years.

‘Because of his great success Bill was given a 10 year contact but was forced to refire in
1949 because of ill health.




