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Gary S. DeStefano
Class of 1974

Gary DeStefano was one of the “Blue Chip’ sprinters during the glry days of Peabody High
Track. Gary wasa true"Speed Merchant”andatone time hld neaslyal theshortsprint recordsat PHS.
His records nclude the 50-yd dash (5.6 sec), 100-yd dash (99 sec) 220-yd dash (217 sec),and the 300-
‘yd dash (33.6 sec.). He also held the long jump record of 21 ft.101/2 n. Gary was also a key member
of the 440 and 880-yard relay teams which established records that tll remain unsurpassed twenty-
five years aftr they were set

DeStefano was notonly great PHSsprinter/jumper, he wasalsoanelite pesformerat the State
Meet level, winning th gold in the 50-yd dash, 220-yd dash, 300-yd dash, 440 relay and 850 relay
Perhaps one of Gary's greatest performances was running a blsteing lead-offleg or the PHS relay
team that included Ed Kolhonen, Frank Shattner, and David MacLean, as they won the 830 New
England relay tile in 1974

‘Gary' father aways made herculean efforts to attend his son's track meets. One time, when
Gary was partcipating ina State Championship meet at Northeastern, hisdad arrived ina hearse in
asnow storm because that as the only way he could get tere n time to watch hisson compete. He
made it just in time and Gary responded with another wirming performance.

Gary i cursently the Managing Director of Financial Services for MetLife's Worcester opera-
tion. He resides in Danvers with his wife Ann. They have two children, Kara, ajunior at Assumption
College, and Tyler,  sophomore at St John's Prep.




