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Michael . Velez
Class of 1988

s junor centr, hockeygrea, Mike Vel once scred s sae record eigh goas and added  single ass
e game for Peabody High School. I batle of o wiless e, Velez pt e lghts oot on Gretes Boston Lesgue
oo, Malden, dofeatig them 115 o garmer Peabody'sfirst vicory o he seston. Cosching uminaies Alnglots Eddie
Butns, Daners's Joh il and Macbichead's B Roland al clld the ight gosl an shenticrecord and. i they
had neverheard o read of any ndividual achieving such a milstone,

et Mikey V', a5 s frends call i, did ot fe ke celebrity on thathistoric ocasion, It secms ke .
million yers 3o, o be honest," Veles,  vteran Peabody Water Deptmment employee,rfects, A fa yearsago my
Fther(and eird Pesbody vfighter) Haney bought vt the lippings at home o might and L t5ink ] got & bigger ik
ut of reaing the clipigs than  id laying the game back then.

Tt lid make i3 causoceebre, whethr he ralized itormot. He got  letter of congratulations from hi Stae
Rep, Paer G Torkldsen,lnded on Mike Lync's Channel 5 Athiste ofth Week Program and reeived a rar and
nlorgetiable phone callfrom Sports Musrated

Velez i nat ik it s somefokeste contacting himbecsse i svinded 80 ofical and  ew weeks later an 1

Bhotographer an reporte paid Mike avsit ot hisSouth Peabocy home, 1t s surel but is et did make  ino
he fces i he crowd secton of the magazineand Mike alo receved  plaque commemorating the honor
“They made me out t bethe star,but beleve my linemate, Ted Saunin and. Kevin Ghosl,shondd avebeery
honored in Spors Mustested as ell. Santon Rad foue asist,  great ffrt. Those uys wer rles, They set e up
beautifuly. I wasealy i the sescon and we hdi' won s game. That s gt motivaion fo . ent back and foth
o tar o i m ot sur o the sats,but 1 hisk th gt gost came on 10 or 11 ot

“Afer the sixth gol e hought that wold be i, bt h 5ot couple mare on grest pases. It seemed everyihing
Lahot wentin, but ] ddnt know [ Rad se  record unl ihe papersclled me. ey, even  squiel can ind 8.t oncein &
‘il Velesoked. H noichd hi st gosl 12 seconds afterthe puck dropped and had & hat ic b the 7-scondt
mark of the econd perod.

Later it was pisted out that only ane o theeight goslswas unasisted, an cbservation from Coach Ken Gil,
who noted it was trly anawesome all around schievemnent o ll omcerned.

Michaclsur had 1o of alent,” Il st year coschat the e, sid, “snd K a5 wela anybody he had.
four other skates out there. He was the only 100 poit (cree)sorer | b in i years. He s nauslster, He
oved hockey. T used t gt on i plnty for allthe penafieshed takesnd ssid how mary morepoits ' get  he'd
sty outof th panalry o, he did frish with 126" Today, Gllan Vel are best fends and Keeny erved as best man
Veler wedlng.

Velez had 17 gols in ight games afer his explosion,two mare than he hd in his s sophormore season.
Afe hghschoo, Velez skated or cne yea at Salen tste under Bily O'Neil, playe it the NorthShore Raiders i he
eummers and o did  tourofGermany with Team USA. F sl played in he New Enland Pro A Legre.

"Nike an is wife, Diane, njoy spening im with this daughie Rocgan.





