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Peter T. Routses
Class of 1962

Even dominating interiorlinemen doritgeta o o accolads and notoriety n the press, but big,strong,
aggressive lockersdothe obithat makes any offense operateaficiently. Very few Peabody High football players
illed tha role beter than Pele Routses. Peter opened gaping hole for a bevy of outstanding running backs
including Frank Espindle, Harry Parks, Louie Ciman, and scatback Larry DiLorenzo. Routses played both
offensiveend and ackle for three years ding the Coach Tom O Donnellra then teamed with Hallof Famer Dick
Fugere o lead a Peabody football esurgence s a enior.

“The 1961 season was the football coaching debut of Arthur Adamopoulos and At wisely built both
his offense and defense around his stalward senior linemen-Routses and Fugere. The team took some fime
adjusting to Adamopoulos' new offense and lost the first three games of the season. Things began to cickafter
that, however,and the Tanners reeled ofsix vicoriesin  row including a 21-0 upset vicory over Salem for the
firsttime in years. Routsos and Fugere spearheaded a defense which limited the Witches 1o only one first down
i each halt. The season climaxed with 20 triumph over Saugus an Thanksgiving Day. Routses was named
tovirtuallyevery North Shore AILStar team and was selected (o partcpate n the Agganis AllStar Game.and the
Polio Bawl AllStar Game afer his senior esson.

Peter was agile and wel-coordinated for a two hundred pound lineman and such a good athlete that he
handled the punting choresfor the Tanners as a junior and senior. He also played a year of basketball and four
years of baseball during his high school career. (Pete’s South Memoril Elementary School bascball team had
been undefeated for two years and had won twcity championships.) Routses crashed a hree-run homer ina
9.4 victory over Gloucester and, as 2 dependable outfelder/frstbaseman, batted 375 as 2 senior

‘Afte prepping for a year at Bridgeton Academy (where e played both foofball and baseball Peter was
‘awarded a footbll scholarship to Syracuse Uiversity. While playing fo the Orangemen, Routses bocked for
Someaof the greatest runningbacks n the hisory ofSyracuse football including Jim Nance (whoeventually played
for the Patrots), Foyd Litte, and Larry Csonka (who teamed with Bob Griese o lead the Miami Dolphins f the
onlyundefeatedseasoninthe history of the National FootballLeague.) Routsesalsoplayed inthe 1966 Gator Bow1
where Syracuse lost to Tennessee.

‘Afte college, eter returned horme to Peabody to coach a year o Junior varsty footbal with fellow Hall
of Famer Dave Hallinan,start his careerinthe retaueant business, and marry his high chool sweetheart. He and
Sue (his wife o thirty-three years) have two daughters, Allson and Carre, and one grandson, Asron. Peter
currently owns and operates the highly successful Wardhurst Restaurant n South Peabody. He joins his dac
‘George as the it father /son inductees into the Peabody High Athletic Hall of Fame,





