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Stephen 5. "Cappy” Capellos
Class of 1937

“Cappy" Capellos, who was named the best male athletein his graduating class, ran track and
played football during his years at Peabody High School. He starred on Bill Segliz’ first Peabocy
Tootball team which upset heavily favored Salem for the first time in fifteen years. He scored the
winning touchdown against Lawrence and, ona snowy Thanksgiving Day morming in 1935, scored the
only touchdown as the Tanners upended Gloucester. Both victories were considered huge upsets
“Cappy"also sarred on the track team for four years. Afte highschool "Cappy” spenta tourof duty
inthe service and is a World War Il veteran of fhe United States Navy. He once said that some of the
happiest memories of his lfe are those which recallthe days he spent playing on Buckley Field and
attending Peabody High School.

But, inreality,itis Mr. Capellos'steadfast support, loalty, and contributions toall the Peabody
High athletic programs for which heis being recogized and horored with induction into the Hall of
Fame. Evenat eighty-twoyears of age,"Cappy” remains Peabody's most enthusiastic and devoted fan-
a dedication which has extended over a period of sixty-five years. "Cappy” is unrivaled in his
dedicationto Peabody Highathletics. Heattendsallthefootball games, mostof the practices, and many
baseballand basketball games including the junior varsity contests). Asa photographer,"Cappy” has
taken pictures of scores of athletes and, at his own expense, shared copies of those photographs with
the players. He is a man thatal the coaches, parents, and athletes ruly cherish. In a speech he gave
attheannual football banquetlast year,"Cappy” remarked, T lie o fondly thankall the parents here
tonightand  those from previous years or etting me feel like your sons swere mine too. It has been a
great experience to have known the hundreds upon hundreds of fine young men, their parents, and
coaches who have represented Peabody sports teams over these many years. 1was altways proud and
flattered that somany of those players alled me ‘Coach Cappy’season afterseason.” Oneof thecurrent
Tanner football players noted on the Hall of Fame nomination form, “l don' have a grandfather, but
ifThad one ‘Coach Cappy’ would be my choice.” As it says in the 1937 PHS yearbook, "Steve may be
small, but he has a heart with room for many." Truer words were never spoken about a man.





