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Coach Edward Brawley
1922-1926
(deceased)

Ifan association with the immortal Jim Thorpe of Olympic track & field fame and the
National Football League's Pro Hall of Fame offers celebrity status, then our Peabody High Athletic
Hall of Fame has a very qualified celebrity in the person of the late Edward M. Brawley. Thorpe
had a major role in Brawley carving out an historic chapter s a roving guard and linebacker for the
Cleveland Indians football team of 1921, a franchise in the ATFA that was a forerunner of the NFL.
Record books indicated Brawley also performed for the New York Brickley Giants, no relation to
the modern New York Giants.

Ed was born in Medford and was the captain of the 1911 Medford High School Mustangs
team that won a state championship. After high school, he used all of his 5-foot.9, 175-pound
‘physique to become a track standout and football All-American at the College of The Holy Cross.

In 1988 B was inducted into the Holy Cross Athletic Hall of Fame.

Obviously, Brawley was Jim Thorpe's kind of guy. He discovered Brawley when Holy Cross
‘played against Thorpe's Carlisle Indians and he personally invited Brawley to play for the Cleve-
land Indians after college in 1921, Brawley sas action in cight games, three as a starter alongside
great Lynn English alumnus, Tom Whelan.

"My dad never spoke too much about Jim Thorpe, but I emember ane story," son Ed.
Brawley, J. said. "Dad told Thorpe one of the opposing linemen threw dist i his eyes in a game.
‘Thorpe asked which one and then took Brawley's place across the opponent and nailed that player
pretty good.

“After his college and professional playing carriers, Brawley coached at Hillhouse in New
Haven. He then entered the service and coached the service football team on the Battleship Georgia
that was based in the Boston Naval Shipyard.

Afterthe service, he setted his family first in Peabody and was named head coach of the
Tanners in 1922. In ust four years at the helm (1922 - 1926), Ed compiled a 31 15 - 7 record that
included two championships in 1923 and 1926. Although nota victory, a highlight to his career
was a hard fought te in an intersectional game against Charleston, South Carolina that took place
in Peabody.

Ed retired from football in 1926 but continued to teach
and lasted unéil 1956. Ed Brawley passed away on April 30, 1957.

His son, Ed Brawley, Jr. who followe in his fathers footsteps and served on the PHS
faculty, with the same dignity and respect as his father,is proud to be representing his father this
evening.

tory, a career that began in 1924





