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Joseph Barry O’ Connell
Class of 1952

Barry 0"Connell enjoyed a distinguished athlctic career during his years at Peabody High
School. Although he participated in both football and basketball atthe varsiy fevel, it was his baseball
achievements that brought him the most recognition. In 1952, under coach John Bezemes, Barry
captained the first championship baseball eam celebrated at Peabody High School in twenty-two years.
He was thestarting catcher for three years and led the league in runs batted in during his junior and scnior
‘years. Asasenior, Barry was the only Essex County L eague player o hit over 400. His league leading

411 batting average camed him aspot on the All-State Honorable Mention Team and the Essex County
‘All-Star Team, as wella slection o the All-Star Teams or both the Peabody Times and Salem Evening
News.

One of Barry's biggest thrill in sports was playing football for Bill Secglitz during his st year
asthe Tanner's coach. Asa sophomore, Bary intercepted a pass tthe goal line i the last minute of the:
‘gameto give Peabody a heart stopping 13-6 win over upset mirded Revere. Duc o llness in the family,
Barry was unable to participate in basketball and football during his junior and senior years.

‘Afier attending Merrimac Collcge, O'Connell served in the Marine Corps from 1952 1955
including a tour of duty in Korea in 1953. Upon his discharge from the Marines, Barry returned home
and joined the powerful Rowe Motor semi-pro baseball team which was affliated vith the Boston
Twilight League. He played every position except pitcher. Barry was fortunate to have the opportunity
tohone his catching techniques with Charlie Raymo who went on to lay professionally asa catcher for
the New York Giants and later became a scout for that organization.

O'Connell marricd Jean Pare in 1954, They have a son Michacl, a daughter Kathleen, and are
the proud grandparents of one grandson, Thomas. Barry reired from New England Telephone and
Verizon after thirty-one years of service.





