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Michael J. Potuwa
Class of 1971
(deceased)
‘The Tanners have produced some talnted athtes over the years, bt thelate, Michacl Potuwa is
arguably one of the most versatle athletes to have ever dored the Blue and White. He excelled at thrce sports:

Tootball, hockey and baseball at the varsty level,fo llthree years o high school. He went both ways in
football and played multiple postions in bascball

Michael made an immediate impact in footballas the tarting free safety. His spesd, coverage and
agaressiveness contributed to an undefested season and a Class A State Championship for he Tanners in 1969.
One highlight of that year was 4 key interception he made against a very talented St. John's Prep squad, which led
10 touchdown and ultimately & 22~ 0 win. Michael and teammates Eddie Bettencour, Peter Pavinski, St and
Steve Molk were afectionately referred o asthe “Rat Pack” due o their diminutive size (averaged 1301bs) but,
ability o make big plays ageinst bigger,stronger, players. They are sil considered one of the best defensive
units to come out of PHS. Michaels versatity was evident as he shared quarterback duties it tssmmate Astic
Spencer and was the placeholder on special teams for kicker Charlic Floyd.

‘In his senior season, Michael was nemed team capain, camed the coveted Outstanding Defensive Back
awand, was selected o represent Peabody inthe prestigious Harry Agganis All Star game and was a Peabody
Times All-Sur.

When hockey season rolled eround, Michseltraded his cleats for skates and was  key contributorto the
team’s success. As 2 center he was counted on to win face-offs and score goals and he did both with ease. Jn all
three years he played, Michael was among the Essex. County League’ top gosl scorers and was the only jurior
chosen to play inthe Essex County League All-Str game in 1970. His point production camed him the Team
‘Most Valuable Player Award in his senior year, s well helped to be named to al o te local newspaper's All-
Star teams.

“The arrval ofthe Spring season provided Michaelthe opporturity to showcase his versatilty on the
baseball diamond. He was the sartng right felder s a sophomore but moved to centefieldin his junior and
Senior years. He gave teams it with hs ability 1o track down balls anywhere inthe outfield and e had a cannon
foran arm, which cut down a lot of runners on the bese path. When not roaming the outfield, Michael was
counted on o help the Tanners pitching staff  a reliefpitcher early in his career and elevated tostarting ptcher
his senior year. He also hit for power and utlzed his speed to swipe a lot of bases in his career.

‘Michael’s athlticism and versatility,cven at an early age, was evident when he won the Park League
Championship Teanis Tournament. Teammstes Steve Molk and Eddie Bettencourt believe that not anly was
Michael one of the bst athletes to ever wear the Blue & White, he was an even bettr teammte. They admircd
i for his modest and humble personaliy, despite being 50 gited and are glad that despite his passing at an carly
age, his athetic legacy continues o live on.





