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Andrew A. Thain
Class of 1949
(deceased)

Andrew “Andy” Thain epitomized what a Peabody High School Athlete is all about. Andy dedicated his
Jife o the City of Peabody. He was a Captain in the Peabody Police Department for over twenty-four years
and contributed enormous hours as an outstanding junior high school football coach. Having coached at
both Higgins and Kennedy junior high schools, Andy was responsible for developing some of the best
football players at Peabody High School during the 1970's and 1980's. His players respected and admired.
him; they flt he was in a class by himself

‘During his high school career at Peabody he was an outstanding three sport athlete participating in
basketball, baseball and fooball. In basketball,he was a talented guard who not only could score, but had
exceptional vision on the floo. Playing with Andy made it seem like there was a "sixth man on the floor’, he.
was always two steps ahead of everyone and set up some fantastic plays. Andy was selected as an all-star in
his senior season.

He was also an outstanding pitcher who earmed respect from his opponents as a result his presence
on the mound.. He used the velocity and control of his fast ball to mow down hitters. Andy pitched for some
outstanding teams and was named o several all-star teams based on his contributions as a pitcher. Fe was
elected captain of St. Johns School CYO baseball team which won the Archdiocese Championship and he won
the state title in baseball in 1950 from the Peabody Lodge of Elks.

Ttwas in football that Andy left his most significant mark at PHS. He excelled as 2 quarterback and
was named toall of the local all-star teams. Andy was great field general; was an exceptional passer who
threw for accuracy and was extremely elusive which made him a double threat once he got info the second-
ary.

Upon graduation, Andy was awarded a four-year football scholarship to Boston University. In his
sophomore year he chose to leave BU and eventually graduated from Boston State College. He went on to
complete his master's degree in Law Enforcement from Santa Maria College.

“Andy was a Korean War Veteran and served with the frst and second marine division. He repre-
sented the Far East US Marines in track and participated in the 1952 Olymepic tryouts in
Oceanside, California.

‘Andy had a distinguished career as a Captain in the Peabody Police Force. His fellow officers
respected him because of his trust loyalty and dedication to the job of protecting the citizens of Peabody.
Andy founded the annual Peabody Policemen’s Ball and was named "Man of the Year” by the Peabody’
Jaycees in 1972 for his countless hours dedicated to community service.

Former colleagues, Captain Robert Maguire, a class mate of Andy’s, and Chief Robert Champagne
had enormous respect for him. They reflected on the last few years of his lfe, while he battled cancer, he
remained "true to hisjob, his fellows officers, the community and to the Youth of the City of Peabody”".

“Andy finally lost his battle to cancer at age 56 in 1988. Although he is gone he will never be forgotten
by his family, daughter Theresa and son, Andrew or the entire community of Peabody.





