[image: A person in a suit and tie

Description automatically generated]
image1.png
PETER A. TORIGIAN
Class of 1953

The man who most epitomizes “Pride in Peabody” i also the man who, on a state-wide basis,is the
personmost closely associated with the Tanmer City - itsmayor, Peter Torigian. But when he was voted
the "Best Male Athlete” n his 1953 graduating class, few of hs classmates o teammates could have
envisioned that he would some day_become the longest serving mayor in the city's hstory.

‘During his highschool days, Pete was the Tanners tarting quarterbackin football for twoyears,
captain of the 1953 baseball team which won the Essex County League Championship, and a high
scoring guard on the basketball team. Asa senior, he was actually among the top ten point producers
in all of Essex County. Pete was named toallthe local All-Star teams in both baseball (where he was
a hard-hitting, hard-nosed catcher) and basketball (where he also excelled defensively). Among his
‘mostcherished memories are quarterbacking the Tannerstoa-tie with highly regarded Lynn English
and upsetting a powerful Salem team 156 ina snow storm in 1952.

‘After highschool, Torigian joined the United States Marine Corps and served a three-year tour
of duty before being honorably discharged. Upon returning home, Pete married and started a family
‘while working as a mailman for the United States Postal Service. Hestill found time o play semi-pro
baseball softball, and coach the J.V. baseball team for his alma mater.

Peter began his political career serving as Ward I Councilor from 1968-1971 and Councilor-at
Large for two terms before eventually being elected mayor in 1979, He s the longest siting mayor
‘among thase currently serving in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. Peter has also served as
president o the Massachusetts Municipal Associationand the Mayors Association. He's currently the
chairman of the Essex County Advisory Board. Torigian's civic contributions are widely recognized
and he has been honored as "Man of the Year" by Bnai Brith and the North Shore Chamber of
‘Commence. He has o received the North Shore ARC President’s Award and been recognized as the
Elks Citizen of the Year:

Peterstill residesin his oldSouth Peabody neighborhood. Heand his wifeofthirty-sevenyears,
the former Jacqueline LeBlanc, are the proud parents of five daughters (eanne, Nancy, Lauie, Sara,
‘and Linda) and five grandchildren.





